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The American people feel unwavering unity with the Polish people,
now more than ever. Poland's saga: must be our own. The freedom
loved and advanced so much through the years by loyal Poles and
Polish Americans is on the march in every continent today, because
freedom is a universal and eternal cause. As we celebrate Polish Amer-
ican Heritage Month, 1988, we celebrate the promise of freedom, the
power of faith, and the best in America’s history and future.

The Congress, by Public Law 100-385, has designated October 1988 as
“Polish American Heritage Month” and authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this event.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 1988 as Polish Ameri-
can Heritage Month, and I urge all Americans to join their fellow citi-
zens of Polish descent in observance of this month.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
eighth day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America
the two hundred and thirteenth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5870 of September 28, 1988
National School Lunch Week, 1988

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Forty-two years ago, just after World War II, America began the Na-
tional School Lunch Program—a partnership in which State and local
governments were to administer Federal food assistance in schools
around our country. Today, after more than 4 decades, this program
has helped provide good nutrition for millions of American students.
National School Lunch Week gives all of us a chance to recognize the
vision and concern of everyone associated with this project through the
years and to congratulate the many citizens who continue to make it a
success.

We can all be proud of the skills, devotion, and hard work supplied to
school lunch programs nationwide by parents, school and community
officials, and nutrition staffs. These Americans do everything necessary
to make sure that the students of their areas enjoy the sound and satis-
fying lunches that are so important to the school day. Let us all be sure
to express our gratitude and appreciation for these efforts, and to offer
our cooperation as well—during National School Lunch Week, 1988,
and always.

By joint resolution approved October 9, 1962, the Congress designated
the week beginning on the second Sunday of October in each year as
“National School Lunch Week" and authorized and requested the Presi-
dent to issue a proclamation in observance of that week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning October 9,
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1988, as National School Lunch Week, and I call upon all Americans to
give special and deserved recognition to those people at the State and
local level whose dedication and innovation contribute so much to the
success of the school lunch program.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
eighth day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America
the two hundred and thirteenth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5871 of September 28, 1988
Leif Erikson Day, 1988

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On his 11th-century voyage to “Helluland, Markland, and Vinland,”
Leif Erikson exemplified virtues universally admired throughout world
history. This explorer with a missionary spirit challenged the unknown
with courage and faith. He triumphed, and his example has inspired
many another to do the same. On Leif Erikson Day, 1988, we recall and
revere the achievements of this man and of the Nordic people who
have followed him to North America through the centuries.

On Leif Erikson Day we also salute all Americans who have left their
homes abroad, arrived on our shores after much struggle, and built a
new life in this land of freedom and opportunity. Like Leif Erikson,
none of them could be sure of success; but, like him, they were willing
to take on and conquer adversity. Through the generations they and
their descendants have helped America meet many challenges—the
cultivation of the land and the construction of cities, the winning of our
liberty and independence, and the defense of our country’s cause.

This year's 350th anniversary of the first permanent settlement of
Swedes and Finns in North America has given us a special opportunity
to celebrate the excellent relations between the United States and
these two countries. On Leif Erikson Day this year, we celebrate, too,
the friendship between the people of the United States and those of all
the Nordic countries. Let us also remind ourselves that a treasured part
of our heritage as Americans is the longing to seek the horizon and to
cross every frontier with daring and determination like those of “Leif
the Lucky."”

In honor of Leif Erikson and our Nordic American heritage, the Con-
gress, by a joint resolution approved on September 2, 1964 (78 Stat. 849,
36 U.S.C. 169c), has authorized and requested the President to proclaim
October 9 of each year as “Leif Erikson Day.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 1988, as Leif Erikson
Day, and I direct the appropriate Government officials to display the
flag of the United States on all Government buildings on that day. I
also urge the people of the United States to honor Leif Erikson and our
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